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Historic Travel Documents Make Online Debut 
 
Take a journey to the North Pole, book your ticket on a 1930s car trip through eastern Europe or flip 
through hundreds of historic postcards, maps and guidebooks. 
 
These are among over 500 items that have been collected from 13 prestigious national and university 
libraries in Europe for Travelling Through History – a virtual exhibition created by The European 
Library. 
 
The opening of the exhibition marks the first time that many of these important historical documents 
can be accessed online. They were digitised for the EuropeanaTravel project, and the assembled 
collection covers a broad geographical and historical range. India, Japan, Central Africa and the South 
Pacific are some of the destinations represented, with objects dating from the 12th century to modern 
times. 
 
A leather-bound photograph album, documenting a tour around Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina by 
British archaeologist Sir Arthur Evans, is one of the exhibition highlights. Evans was a prolific traveller, 
who became famous for his excavation of Knossos Palace on the Greek island of Crete. The trip in 
1932 retraces a similar journey Evans made on foot in 1875. 

The visitors’ book of Dutch scientist and physician Bernardus Paludanus (1550-1633) is also 
fascinating. This bulky little album with about 1,900 contributions was signed by the many people who 
visited Paludanus at his home in the Netherlands. It also accompanied Paludanus on his travels to 
places as far away as Palestine, and includes illustrations by Italian artists of Venetian beauties and a 
gondola voyage. 

Other curiosities include an 1821 visitors’ guide to Poland, and a Baroque map in the shape of a Rose. 
Vienna – the capital of the Hapsburg Empire – forms the stem of the flower, while the petals of the 
flower spread across Bohemia. The map is embellished with the crown and the motto of King Leopold 
I, who ruled over much of Central Europe in the 1680s. 

Each object in Travelling Through History is accompanied by curatorial information in English and the 
main language of the contributing institution. Most objects can also be downloaded. 

For further information contact Aubéry Escande on 00 31 [0] 70314 0824 or Aubery.Escande@kb.nl 
 
Notes for editors 

 
- These libraries have contributed to the Travelling Through History exhibition: 

Austrian National Library 
Moravian Library 
National Library of Estonia 
National Library of Latvia 
National Library of the Netherlands 
National Library of Poland 
National Library of Wales 

Slovak National Library 
University College of London 
University of Innsbruck Library 
University Library of Regensburg 
University and National Library of Debrecen 
Trinity College Library 
 

- The European Library offers the ability to freely search the digital resources and catalogues of 48 
national libraries in Europe. From 2011, The European Library is developing a new website with 
services targeted at academics and researchers in the social sciences and humanities spheres. It 
is a service hosted by the Koninklijke Bibliotheek, and owned by the Conference of European 

http://www.theeuropeanlibrary.org/exhibition-travel-history/index.html
http://search.theeuropeanlibrary.org/portal/en/index.html
http://search.theeuropeanlibrary.org/portal/en/index.html
http://www.europeanatravel.eu/
http://www.theeuropeanlibrary.org/exhibition-travel-history/detail.html?id=166781
http://www.theeuropeanlibrary.org/exhibition-travel-history/detail.html?id=162115
http://www.theeuropeanlibrary.org/exhibition-travel-history/detail.html?id=166327
http://www.onb.ac.at/
http://www.mzk.cz/eng/
http://www.nlib.ee/
http://www.lnb.lv/
http://www.kb.nl/
http://bn.org.pl/en/about-us/
http://www.llgc.org.uk/
http://www.snk.sk/
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/
http://www.uibk.ac.at/botany/library/
http://www.bibliothek.uni-regensburg.de/ubr/profil_en.htm
http://www.unideb.hu/portal/en/node/1835
http://www.tcd.ie/
http://www.kb.nl/
http://web3.nlib.ee/cenl/


National Librarians (CENL); a foundation aiming at increasing and reinforcing the role of national 
libraries in Europe. 

- EuropeanaTravel is a recently completed project that digitised over a million resources including 
maps, manuscripts, photos, films, books and postcards on the themes of travel, tourism, trade 
routes and exploration. It was coordinated by the National Library of Estonia and the digitised 
content will be added to Europeana. 

 

 

http://web3.nlib.ee/cenl/
http://www.europeanatravel.eu/
http://www.nlib.ee/
http://europeana.eu/

